
The History of NASCAR (NASCAR Racing)

Explores the history of NASCAR, including the sports early years, growing popularity, its
sponsorships, and its most famous drivers.
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NASCAR founded. On this day in , the National Association for Stock Car Racingâ€“or
NASCAR, as it will come to be widely knownâ€“is officially incorporated. NASCAR held its
first Strictly Stock race on June 19, , at the Charlotte Speedway in North Carolina. It wasn't
gasolineâ€”but moonshineâ€”that fueled the growth of stock car racing in Appalachia and led
to the rise of NASCAR. There and then the National Association for Stock Car Auto Racing
(Nascar) was conceived. Two months later, on February 15, , the first official Nascar race was
held on the beach in Daytona. Red Byron won it in his Ford. A week later, Nascar was
incorporated, and Big Bill appointed as its fearless leader. NASCAR history begins with
bootleggers racing from town to town during Prohibition. Over the next 60 years, NASCAR
developed into a giant of a racing circuit.

The high-octane stock car races of NASCAR are an American institution. Here, driver Joe
Littlejohn's race car (painted with a 7) is seen outside a tavern. 
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